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ORDER’S, 
PASSPORTS &  
PHOTOS
P R E S E N T E D  B Y  L I Z  P O W E L L  A N D  S O N I A  W A G N E R  2 0 / 1 1 / 2 1
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PASSPORTS & 
OTHER 
DOCUMENTS

W H A T  D O C U M E N T A T I O N  I S  R E Q U I R E D ?

- Birth Certificate

- Citizenship Evidence (Dept Home Affairs)

- Form B10 (signed by those with parental 

responsibility)

- Court Order

- Proof of Identity/Change of Name

- Statutory Declaration

Source

https://www.pcafamilies.org.au/images/fact-sheets/Applying%20for%20a%20passport_revised%202020ARDH.pdf
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TRAVEL
C h i l d r e n  c a n  t r a v e l  w i t h  y o u r  o v e r s e a s

Ta k e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
t r a v e l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  
o b v i o u s  m i x  o f  c u l t u r e s  i n  y o u r  f a m i l y  e g
c o u r t  o r d e r ,  D F F H  p e r m i s s i o n  o r  b i r t h  
p a r e n t  c o n s e n t
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PHOTOS 
Sha r i n g  photo s  w i t h  b i r t h  f am i l i e s  i s  comp lex

Birth families are looking to learn about your child’s personality, the life they lead,  

and to see they are happy and have opportunities they otherwise would not have. 

This helps with their own loss and grief in losing or giving up their child. 

Consider sharing milestone moments like learning to walk, riding a bike, family 

vacations, playing sport 

Make it an event. A hard copy book each year on a birthday.

Consider identifying information and avoid

Personal information gathered online can be misused. 

Involve your child in the decision to share photos online

Be clear in agreeing what can be shared online about your children 

Where birth family share content online, it is a compliment to your parenting!
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COURT ORDERS

CHALLENGES

• Carers do not always have a voice in 
permanency decisions at court. They 
are “significant others” who apply to the 
magistrate to be a party to proceedings

• Challenge

COURT ORDERS
• Birth family contact is typically a difficult 

issue to negotiate. The CYF Act states the 
Court must have regard to the primacy of 
the child’s relationship with the child’s 
permanency family. This creates flexibility 
to accommodate the child’s needs, family 
life and capacity to carry out the contact 
requirements. However, variations to a 
Permanency Care Order involve no 
restrictions on the number of contacts a 
court can order (birth parent must 
demonstrate change in circumstance for 
the Court to hear the application)

• Locating and arranging visitations for 
extended birth family: attempted contact 
is important
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COURT ORDERS

CONTACT ARRANGEMENTS

• Specify the age at which children 
choose their contact arrangements with 
birth family (venue, frequency, length of 
time and notice period), as their safety 
and protective needs change

• Consider contact as a mix of face to 
face and other (calls) & keep records

• Birth parents or others also included?

• “Up to” a number of contacts, generally 
4 to 6 face to face

PERMANENT CARE ORDER

• You are the legal guardian and you 
decide and are responsible for what is 
in your child’s best interests. 

• The court cannot order contact 
beyond the first 12 months.  However, 
there is an expectation to maintain the 
child’s connection with the birth family. 
It helps the child with identity and 
making sense. 
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COMMUNICATION

Maintain all connections wherever possible and expect 
challenging behaviour after birth family contact

Consider agreeing with birth family what name birth 
parents and other family members may be called. 
What makes sense to your child? Some ideas:

• Mama L for Mama Liz

• My Dave for My Dad

• My Dami for my Mummy

• Miss Liz or Auntie Liz

• Mammacita, Meme or Mother

• Tata, Pappa or Father

Labels don’t undermine your role and may help with 
alleviating birth parents grief and loss. 

Its your relationship, not the title that matters.

When children “belong” to two or more 
families,exposure to interparental conflict (belittling, 
competing) is detrimental for children.
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COURT ORDERS

A  S U M M A RY  A N D  C O M PA R I S O N
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PCA 
FAMILIES 

RESEARCH 
REPORT 
PAGE 28
source

https://www.pcafamilies.org.au/images/Rapid_impact__PCA_Families_Permanence_and_stability_in_Victoria_Final.pdf
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PCA 
FAMILIES 

RESEARCH 
REPORT 
PAGE 28
source

https://www.pcafamilies.org.au/images/Rapid_impact__PCA_Families_Permanence_and_stability_in_Victoria_Final.pdf
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PCA 
FAMILIES 

RESEARCH 
REPORT 
PAGE 51
source

https://www.pcafamilies.org.au/images/Rapid_impact__PCA_Families_Permanence_and_stability_in_Victoria_Final.pdf
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RESOURCES
/

PCA Families Permanence and Stability Research Report

PCA Fact Sheets Legal Matters

https://www.pcafamilies.org.au/images/Rapid_impact__PCA_Families_Permanence_and_stability_in_Victoria_Final.pdf
https://www.pcafamilies.org.au/support-services/fact-sheets-and-resources#legal-matters-permanent-care

